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Oct. 10 Panel on Design-Build to Feature Architect Thom Mayne
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- "The Advantages of the Design-Build Project Delivery Method" will be the theme of
the Cal Poly Construction Management Department's second annual Clark Construction Lecture at 3 p.m.
Oct. 10 in the Rotunda (Room 213) of Cal Poly's Business Building.
The free, public, panel discussion will feature Thom Mayne, one of America's top, cutting-edge architects and
the principal and co-founder of the Morphosis firm; Kevin Kaestner, a project director for the state's
Department of General Services; and Marc Kersey, a project executive of the Clark Construction Group of
Maryland, lead sponsor of the event.
The three panelists are currently working together on the construction of a major Caltrans District 7
Headquarters design-build project in downtown Los Angeles designed by Mayne.
"We are extremely fortunate to have this high-level design-build team on campus," said Construction
Management Department Head Allan Hauck. "In design-build, the architect and builder work together as a
team, acting as a single point of responsibility on behalf of the owner, from the concept level on through the
final construction of the project. Contrary to this is the traditional building method whereby the owner has
separate contracts with the architect and the constructors."
William H. Dean, vice president of Clark Construction Group, a nationally prominent design-builder, said,
"All of our design-build projects have been successful -- for the owner, design team, Clark, and Clark's
subcontractors. Part of what I do at Clark is help our project teams avoid and resolve disputes. It's worth
noting that, because of the win-win approach by the collaborative team, I've never had to help any
design-build teams to resolve disputes at their projects.
"The point is obvious," said Dean, a 1986 Cal Poly construction management graduate. "When everyone's
interests are more closely aligned, trust comes naturally. People who trust each other work through problems
and create successful projects. We hope this lecture, focusing on the method's advantages, will encourage
students within the various disciplines on campus to develop relationships built on trust that will continue to
make a difference when they enter the marketplace."
In addition to Clark Construction's sponsorship, the discussion is supported by the university's Construction
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Management Department and is part of the Hearst Lecture Series sponsored by the College of Architecture
and Environmental Design. Members of local firms are invited to attend, along with the general public.
For more information, call the Construction Management Department at 756-1323 or the college at 756-1311.
- 30 NOTE TO EDITORS: For a photo of Thom Mayne or to arrange an interview with any of the three
panelists, contact Ray Ladd at 756-7432 or rladd@calpoly.edu.
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